COUNTY CATSKILLS

Mountains of Gpportunities

Sullivan County Agriculture and Sustainability Policy Committee

January 21, 2016 AGENDA
1:30 PM

Committee Members:
Catherine Owens, Chair, Nadia Rasjz, Vice-Chair, Mark McCarthy, Terri Ward, Scott Samuelson

Call to Order
Attendance
Comments: Committee Chair

Reports:

1. Agricultural Report- Melinda Meddaugh
2. Office of Sustainable Energy (OSE) Monthly Report- Carol Roig & Stephen Stuart

Presentation: None
Discussion:

1. Hydroelectric Utility Remote Net Metering Project
Resolutions: None

Public Comment
Adjourn

SULLIVAN COUNTY i8S AN AFFIRMATIVE ACTION, EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER
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OSE Activities Report for January 2016
Reporting on December 2015/January 2016

Summary: Plans for 2016

For 2016, we look forward to our continued partnership with the County to:

e Ensure that the County is grant-ready to apply for funding through the NYS Cleaner Greener
Communities funding opportunities;

* Introduce a successful countywide Community Choice Aggregation (CCA) initiative;

¢ Identify energy efficiency measures and upgrades for the Adult Care Center;

e Implement and study the efficacy of hybrid vehicles as appropriate;

¢ Review/revise the SC Climate Action Plan to incorporate initiatives already underway {such as
the 2.3MW installation at the Liberty Health Campus) and others anticipated by the County;

e Work with the IDA and DPEM to provide energy efficiency and renewable energy consultations
to small businesses that receive loans and mentorship through those agencies.

e Work with SC Division of Planning and Cornell Cooperative Extension to provide information to
landowners and municipalities regarding the potential for utility-scale solar farms in Sullivan
County, including {ease agreements, zoning issues, and tax and assessment issue;

¢ Broaden the focus of the Office of Sustainable Energy {OSE) to additional aspects of
sustainability;

*  Assist with public information efforts to achieve a higher profile/greater public recognition of
the County’s energy efficiency and renewable energy achievements.

. ENERGY MANAGEMENT FOR SC FACILITIES
NYPA Potential for HVAC replacement at SC Government Center

Hybrid Vehicles for SC Fleet
The County's new lease arrangement with Enterprise provides an excellent opportunity to try out hybrid
vehicles as appropriate for specific tasks in the County fleet.

Solar Installation at the Liberty Health and Community Services Campus

Work began Monday, November 30™ on tree clearing of 10 acres for the 2.4MW solar array adjacent to
the Adult care Center. Solar City estimates that the array will provide the County with energy cost
savings of 52.1 million over 20 years/$91,907 per year.

Adult Care Center Energy Efficiency Measures

SASD is continuing to work with Shennoy Wellington at the Adult Care Center to develop energy saving
strategies for the facility, including replacement of the PTAC units in patient rooms with more energy
efficient PTHP units. This replacement is a priority project listed in the Sullivan County Climate Action
Plan. Procurement options include: 1) issue an RFP for units matching NYSERDA specifications for
efficiency; 2) utilize best value option that is now available for County purchases.

1. SULLIVAN COUNTY COMMUNITY CHOICE AGGREGATION {CCA

We expect to hear from the Pubtlic Service Commission in January or February as to the status of our
application to be a demonstration project for CCA. We continue to schedule presentations and town
and village boards and community organizations, and to see letters of support, which will be uploaded
to the PSCin an ongoing process.

P Box 484, Narvowsburg NY 12764
345-701-91286 sasdontine@gmeail.com suflivanaiiiancs.org



IH. CLIMATE SMART COMMUNITIES
Six SC towns have adopted the Climate Smart Communities Pledge and are working on a variety of
energy initiatives. The Town of Highland has established a committee on Energy and the Environment.
The Town of Bethel is moving forward with a formal policy regarding energy efficient vehicles forthe
town fleet. We continue to recruit additional towns to participate in this program.
In 2016, we anticipate a focus on several major initiatives:

o Street lighting conversions to LEDs;

e Energy Efficient Vehicles policy;

*  Permitting for Electric Vehicle Charging Stations;

s  Adoption of the NYS Unified Solar Permit;

¢ Developing local Climate Action Plans;

¢ Potential for Community-owned solar projects/shared generation.

IV. NY PRIZE Micro-Grid Projects Liberty and Monticello

Booz Allen Hamilton will submit their Phase 1 Feasibility Studies for Liberty and Monticello by February
28, 2016. We continue to answer guestions and provide background information to supplement load
data from the key stakeholders. To the best of our knowledge, the Villages of Liberty and Monticello
and all other stakeholders have provided the energy toad information requested by BAH. The BAH team
seems confident that at least one project will move to Phase ll, an investment grade micro-grid design.

V. C-PACE {Commercial Property Assessed Clean Energy

Energize NY Finance is a program of the Energy iImprovement Corporation that enables eligible
commercially owned buildings in NY to secure financing for deep energy upgrades and renewable
energy projects. Energize NY Finance leverages the Property Assessed Clean Energy (PACE) finance
structure to provide access to capital, extended loan terms, transferability and other benefits.

PACE financing uses the existing property tax system to assess and collect finance payments on an
annual or semi-annual basis. Finance repayments are collected by the municipality that has lien
authority on the property, through a property tax charge. By using PACE financing as a way to pay for an
energy improvement, a property owner authorizes the municipality to add a property tax bill charge to
the property. PACE financing is not accelerated upon property sale or foreclosure, and the loan - as well
as the energy savings on the property - transfer to the new owner. PACE financing was originaily created
in California in 2008, and has been authorized by 31 states and the District of Columbia.

Sullivan County has been invited to join Energize NY and implement a C-PACE program. The discussion is
ongoing, and we continue to research the program and provide information to County officials.

V1. Presentations and Community Education

January 8: In response to requests from the public, Corneli Cooperative Extension organized a
presentation to provide property owners and municipal officials with information on solar leasing for
utility scale solar farms. SASD addressed solar technology, potential challenges re land use, zoning and
interconnection, and provided information about new programs and incentives and aiternative
configurations for utility scale solar. The presentations will be repeated at CCE on January 22",

January 25: SASD will participate in the Division of Planning’s Roundtable for town officials, 6:00PM at
the Ethelbert Crawford Library in Monticello. SASD will present on Municipa! readiness for Energy-
Specific Building Applications, including permitting processes for residential solar, EV charging stations,
and zoning for sclar farms.

Carol Roig and Stephen Stuart
1-15-2016



